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RRGL Projects continued

Daly Ditches Irrigation District — Hedge Canal Diversion Dam replacement, Ravalli County

At an age of 100+ years, the Hedge Canal Diversion Dam is significantly past its design life of 60 — 75 years. Proposed
improvements include the replacement of the diversion dam (using reinforced riprap); the replacement of abutment
walls, canal intake structure, and headgates; and installation of a fish screen, fish passage, and a flow measurement
device. These improvements are being proposed to occur in two phases.

- Deadman’s Basin Terminal Outlet Replacement: Wheatland and Golden Valley Counties

- Deadman’s Basin Water User’s Association is proposing an outlet rehabilitation project for 2009 — 2010. The pro-

- posed project includes the removal of the outlet structure, extending the conduit, and installing a drainage system
alongside the new conduit extension; the construction of a new energy dissipation outlet; and the construction of a 15

- foot-high toe berm with a filter blanket drain.

~ East Bench Irrigation District Sweetwater Seepage Area Canal Lining: Beaverhead County

- The East Bench Irrigation District has submitted plans for the design and construction of canal lining in the main
irrigation canal for the Sweetwater Seepage Area. The purpose of the lining is to conserve water resources through
 the reduction of canal seepage, reduce or eliminate property damage to adjacent lands, and increase crop production
- through maximizing the beneficial use of canal supplied water.

Flathead Joint Board of Control Jocko K Canal Lining: Missoula & Lake Counties
The Flathead Joint Board of Control is proposing a rehabilitation project for the Jocko K Canal below the Jocko K
Canal Siphon. This project is being proposed to conserve water resources and reduce/eliminate damage to adjacent
lands by reducing canal seepage; to increase in-stream flows available to threatened Bull Trout populations; and to
increase crop yields by maximizing the beneficial use of water supplied by current irrigation systems.

Helena Valley Irrigation District Main Canal Lining Project: Lewis & Clark County

The Helena Valley Irrigation District (HVID) is requesting funds for design and construction of canal lining in the main
irrigation canal. The goal of the project is to provide the HVID with an irrigation infrastructure improvement that will
conserve water resources, decrease seepage to adjacent property, and increase crop yields.

Martinsdale Dam Drain Project: Wheatland County
The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) has submitted plans for rehabilitating the drain
system for the Martinsdale Dam. This work is being proposed to allow accurate and safe measurements of flow and

sedimentation rates. Excessive seepage and/or sedimentation cannot currently be measured with the existing drain
configuration,

Nevada Creek Canal Design and Construction Project: Powell County

- Currently the delivery canals at the Nevada Creek Dam are in poor condition. The DNRC is proposing both

. rehabilitation and new construction to line roughly 2000 feet of the Dougless Canal and to install new drop structures
- on the North Canal.

- Ruby Dam Rehabilitation: Madison County

- The DNRC is proposing to bring Ruby Dam into compliance with National Dam Safety standards by replacing the
~ spillway and rehabilitating the outlet works. A dam raise is also planned to recover lost storage capacity from
sedimentation. See page 5 for a full account of this proposed project.

Twodot Canal Rehabilitation: Wheatland County

Due to deterioration over time, design deficiencies, and insufficient repairs, the Twodot Canal requires substantial
rehabilitation. The Upper Musselshell Water Users propose to stabilize the hillside and stem the loss of water from
- the system by lining the unstable and pervious section of canal perched above U.S. 12.
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Specialized Insurance for Water, Sewer & Irrigation Districts

- Montana’s Worst Natural Disaster reprinted in part from an article written by Aaron Parrett and
- published in a 2004 edition of Montana: The Magazine of Western History: '

~ “In the second week of June 1964, the worst natural disaster in Montana’s recorded history descended
- on the state in the form of heavy rains that quickly turned picturesque creeks into raging, mile-wide
rivers. Dams, roads and railroads washed out, home and ranches were swept away, and thirty people
perished. The area affected by the flooding amounted to nearly thirty thousand square miles or
roughly 20 percent of the entire state. By Thursday, June 11, President Lyndon Johnson had declared
nine counties in northwest and north-central Montana a federal disaster area. When mopping-up
. operations ended, damages stood at an estimated $62 million.”

Have you been thinking about affordable insurance for your special water, irrigation or sewer district?
After reading the opening paragraph, have you prioritized your consideration? For years, special
districts have relied on Rural Special Districts Insurance Services (RSDIS), a division of Glatfelter
Insurance Group, for quality insurance coverage and service. Their mission is simple: they strive to
provide their customers with innovative, affordable, and stable products, prompt and considerate
claims handling and professional personal service. With more than 3,500 clients nationally, they are
- recognized as the industry leader.

Property and Casualty coverage for the RSDIS program is underwritten by American Alternative
Insurance Corporation (AAIC), an admitted subsidiary of Munich Reinsurance America, Inc. AAIC has
an A.M. Best rating of “A” (Excellent) with a “XV” financial size and insurer financial strength rating
of “AA-“ (Very Strong) from Standard and Poor’s.(www.americanalternativeinsurancecorporation.com)

This product is sold and serviced in Montana by Western States Insurance Agency, Dale A. Hanson,
Agent, (406) 327-6572 or dahanson@wsi-insurance.com. Hanson grew up on a farm and ranch in north
central Montana and he has worked in the Montana agricultural arena for over 35 years. Western
States Insurance Agency is proud to be a sustaining affiliate member of the Montana Association of
Dam and Canal Systems.

Current Renewable Resource Grant and Loan (RRGL)
Applications Before the 2009 Legislature

A total of 89 projects have been recommended for funding under the Renewable Resource Grant and Loan Program
for the 2009 Legislative Session. We have included a cross-section of interesting rehabilitation projects that are being
proposed across Montana. Featured in this issue is the Ruby Dam Rehabilitation Project (page 5).

The Long Range Planning Subcommittee will hold a hearing on this and other grant programs near the end of January.
For additional information on this grant program (as well as individual projects), please visit the Governors Executive
Budget Fiscal Years 2010 — 201 | Renewable Resource Grant and Loan Program, Volume 6, at http://dnrc.mt.gov/
cardd/default.asp, or call Bob Fisher at (406) 444-6688.

Bitterroot Irrigation District (BRID) Siphon I: Phase I, Ravalli County

The proposed project addresses repairing 812 linear feet of the 100 year-old “Siphon I.”  Constructed in 1909, the
5,654 foot Siphon 1 is still used to transport almost all of the BRID's irrigation water. Additionally, this proposal
includes the final design and construction plans for repairing/replacement of the entirety of Siphon I.

Clinton Irrigation District Main Canal Rehabilitation, Missoula County

The Clinton Irrigation District is applying for RRGL funds to assist in the design and rehabilitation for a portion of the
-+ district’s Main Supply Canal. The proposed project will address issues of irrigation efficiency, water conservation, and
| crop yields within the district.

Continued on page 4




